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and presented himself with his arm still in a sling
before the Medical Board at the Admiralty on
January 4.1 The doctors dismissed the local
trouble, but told him that he must report again
for final examination on July 13. When he did
so he was passed as sound, and was actually leav-
ing the room when his conscience smote him.
He returned, and told the Medical Board of his
old tubercular trouble. On re-examination his
lungs, though devoid of any active disease, showed
traces of old scars, and the Board reported un-
favourably to the Antarctic Committee. Scott,
however, was by this time determined to take him
if he would come at his own risk, and on Wilson's
agreeing, confirmed the appointment in spite of
the adverse medical report.

I think [he wrote] I am intended to go. If I had
tried to get it I should have had many doubts, but it
seems given me to do. If the climate suits me I shall
come back more fit for work than ever, whereas if it
doesn't I think there's no fear of my coming back at all.
I quite realize that it is kill or cure, and have made up
my mind it shall be cure.

His future wife took the same view, and relieved
him of a great part of his work in preparing details

1 On January 7 he was elected F.Z.S., and this introduced
him on pleasant terms to many men of kindred tastes, among
them Dr. Dresser.

* His eagles' and hawks' eggs made my mouth water. He
has spent, he says, 46 years travelling in every corner of
Europe getting a complete collection. But better than all
his eggs and what he too values most, is a beautiful collection
of Wolff's drawings'and studies of birds. Oh, what a col-
lection ! Words are quite out of it. Still, as I told him,
Hammond's were better,'